Decoding Society

An Introduction to the Systems,
Disciplines, and Traditions of Social Science.

% Grade 9 « Part 1 l

Human Society

Geography
History
Political Science

Economics
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Grades 6-8
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Exploring through stories of
people, places, and events.

Grade 9+
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Institutions &
Governance

Systems & Functions L ,,, r, '

The systematic study of
human society.

Social Science explains not just what happened or
where it is, but why it happens and how different

aspects of life are interconnected.

Data & Interconnectivity
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liEarth, Water, Fire, Air, Space. |
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Insight: =l
An early understanding of the
natural world and human life as
an lﬂtEl’GﬂﬂﬂEﬂtEd system J
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Insight:

Recognizing the deep
interconnectedness of human

societies across diverse regions

' and cultures.
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Systematic
Gnvernance_ _
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Arthashastra
Attributed to Kautilya,

N

- Insight: -

‘- - ethical duties of rulers.

composed ~2,300 years ago. ||,
ﬂ I

Early, systematic thinking on
administration, taxation, and the
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L Studies the Earth, physical

= environments, and the spatial

<4} relationships between people
= and their surroundings.

=,

Analyzes systems of governance,

- the distribution of power, and the

~ rights and responsibilities of

citizens.

History [

Examines the human past to
understand how societies, =
experiences, and values >
change over time. 3

Human

Society
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Explores how societies produce,

limited resources to meet human
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exchange, distribute, and utilize

needs.
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Broader Context: Supported by related disciplines like Sociology, Philosophy, Anthropology, and Psychology. No single field can explain humanity alone.
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Lens 1: Geography (Space & Interdependence) =

iSaErs The Concept
1 8 ) T A Temporal
y) T o= Perspective
—1 L (Time)
Interdependence

< O P
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(Location)
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« Core Question: Where are things located, why are they
there, and how do distant places affect each other?

« Historical Context: Explains why India's long peninsula
facilitated global contact with Africa, Europe, and
Southeast Asia.

The Tools d

Instruments of Insight:
« Maps & Globes
« Atlases & Infographics
 Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
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Len§ 2: History (Time & Evidence)
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™ Phase 1: Cultural Memory m
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" Tradition: The itihasa-purana
¥p tradition.

Method: Transmitting information
through stories.

Purpose: Gives cultural meaning
=13 <~ 1o events, reinforces enduring
—E I ideals, and provides a sense of

1 identity and purpose.

A1 INEE4RER
\ ) ~ Takeaway: History is not just recording the past; it is the rigorous interpretation of
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Tradition: Scientific historical

Ry Inquiry.

Method: Relies on empirical
evidence.
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Tools: Archaeology, Carbon-’
dating, human genetics, and
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IE evidence to establish timelines and social realities.

documentary verification.
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2 Texts, travelogues,

folklore, and revenue

Diagnostic Matrix: The Sources of History

o

What It Is

o

documents.

What It Reveals
Social realities,

AN
—

administrative structures,

cultural values.

Literary Sources
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Archaeological Sources

What It Is
Material remains,
excavated sites, and
monuments.

What It Reveals
Daily life, technological
capabilities, art.

Numismatic Sources

What It Is
Coins, currency, or
medals.

What It Reveals
Economy, chronology,
trade, and political
boundaries.
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Epigraphic Sources

What It Is
Texts or decrees
inscribed on durable
materials.

What It Reveals
Direct evidence of past
events, rulers, and
society.
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Focus: Constitutions, formal government \;
bodies, nation-building, and foreign policy. =TS
. Institutions
Focus: The historical Indian framework
L[ linking power to morality. Grounded in
dharma (moral duty), artha (economic
. : well-being), and rajadharma (duties of
— Ethical Foundations the ruler). Power is a responsibility.
Focus: Citizens, social E}E
movements, and local self- =
The Grassroots governance (e.g., Panchayati ' (>
Raj). Power exists in everyday | |
social relationships. |
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Lens 4: Economics (Resources & Choices)

Consumers:
Decide what to buy
| based on needs.

Government:
Frames policies for
growth, stability,
and fairness.

Producers:
Decide how and
what to produce.
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r- The Indian Economic Trajecto

Ancient:

Rebui

tec

O

Leading

o @lobal economy, hub
of trade.

Post-Independence:

ding via

infrastructure and

nology.

B

Colonial: Disruption,

poverty, traditional
industry decline.

The Future:
Sustainable

development that

meets present needs |
without harming future

generations.

e\

NI

il } .

BT



i

" Geography Lens:
| Analyzes environmental
1| impact on soil and crop failure. |

History/Sociology Lens:
Observes migration patterns and
cultural coping mechanisms.
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Political Science Lens:
Evaluates government relief
measures and resource

f"ﬂwwﬂg (o

Economics Lens:
Measures loss of farmers'

incomes and market supply
drops.

Real-world events do not respect academic
boundaries. A holistic view is required.
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Fostering

Navigating Unity AMICH
Systems Recognizing how Participation :
. geography and history Equipping citizens to
Understanding the create diverse ask informed questions

infrastructure and
digital spaces that
govern daily life.

customs, building
empathy and
shared identity.

about public health,
climate, and urban




Shaping the Future

The Challenges Ahead:
-+ Climate change
« Rapid urbanization
« Global migration
- New technologies

The Ultimate Goal:
Social Science doesn't just help us
understand the world—it provides the _
| blueprint to shape it. It prepares students to

. be informed, thoughtful citizens rooted in
cultural wisdom,

‘II

“From analyzing the present,
to imagining a better future.”
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